
 
OPEN MEETING 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE UNITED LAGUNA WOODS MUTUAL  

LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, August 8, 2019 – 9:30 a.m. 
***PLEASE NOTE THE NEW START TIME OF 9:30 A.M.*** 
Laguna Woods Village Community Center Board Room 

24351 El Toro Road 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Acknowledgment of Media 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
4. Approval of Meeting Report for June 13, 2019 
5. Chair’s Remarks 
6. Member Comments (Items Not on the Agenda)  
7. Response to Member Comments 
8. Department Head Update 
 
Consent: 
None 
 
Reports:  
9. Project Log 
10. Discuss Prohibition of Fruit Trees and Vegetables 
11. Discuss and Review the Survey of Aliso Creek  
 
Items for Discussion and Consideration: 
 
12. Request for Landscape Revision: 134-A 
13. Request for Landscape Revision: 321-D 
14. Request for Tree Removal – 2G – One Canary Island Pine 
15. Request for Tree Removal – 67-C – Three Silk Oaks 
 
Items for Future Agendas: 
16. Herbicide Usage Update (in 2 months) 
 
Concluding Business: 
17. Committee Member Comments 
18. Date of Next Meeting – October 10, 2019 
19. Adjournment 

 
Maggie Blackwell, Chair 

Kurt Wiemann, Staff Officer 
Eve Morton, Landscape Operations Coordinator  268-2565 
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Project
D
escription

Status
Estim

ated 
Com

pletion/ 
O
n‐going D

ate
Com

pletion
Budget vs Actual

Landscape 
Revitialization 

Project

Elim
ination

 of highest w
ater‐using turf areas; replacing w

ith
 

w
ater efficient landscapes. Continue

 separating m
ixed

 

stations.

Scheduled
 to

 com
plete  CDS 14/15

 Irrigation
 

Retro
‐Fit Project, Staff is review

ing additional 
areas for turf reduction.

2019
3%

Budget: $350,000
                        

Year‐to
‐date (February): $25,287
Balance: $324,713

Tree 
M
aintenance 

This annual program
 includes the scheduled

 trim
m
ing of all 

M
utual trees; unscheduled

 pruning and
 service requests; 

dead
 tree rem

oval and
 replacem

ent.

As of June 30, 2019, 2,467
 scheduled

 trees w
ere 

trim
m
ed, 213

 trees rem
oved, 3

 new
 trees w

ere 
planted

 and
 37

 off‐scheduled
 service requests 

com
pleted.

Decem
ber 2019

 

Annual
51%

Budget: $1,232,529
                             

Year‐to
‐date Estim

ated
 (June): $623,585

Balance: $608,944

 
    U

nited M
utual Landscape Project Log
August 2019

2019 Projected Projects
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Building 2191
2,646 Square Feet
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Building 2070
4,278 Square Feet
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Building 2186
3,840 Square Feet
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Building 263
3,442 Square Feet
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Building 950
3,225 Square Feet
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Building 950
3,225 Square Feet
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Building 950
3,225 Square Feet
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Building 2058 & 2061
2,015 Square Feet
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: August 8, 2019 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Prohibition of Fruit Trees and Vegetable Planting 
  

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve a resolution prohibiting the planting of fruit trees and vegetable planting, and 
authorizing the removal of unmaintained fruit trees. 

BACKGROUND 

Resolution No. 170 (Attachment 1), approved on December 28, 1976, prohibited the planting 
of fruit trees and vegetables in areas around and adjacent to dwelling units. 

Resolution U-84-129 (Attachment 2), approved in 1984, permitted planting of fruit trees in 
Common Area if they were of the dwarf variety, were yellow staked, and fully maintained. 

DISCUSSION 

There are currently more than 7,000 fruit trees within the Village. These fruit trees were either 
planted by Members or by Staff as a chargeable service. The resolution that was adopted in 
1984, permitted only dwarf type fruit trees, however these can grow to well over 12 feet tall and 
produce almost as much fruit as the full size variety. 

Fruit trees and vegetable gardens are highly attractive to rodents as a convenient and 
consistent source of food. The original Resolution No. 170, prohibited the growing of fruit trees 
or vegetables in areas around and adjacent to dwelling units. Resolution U-84-129 superseded 
Resolution 170, allowing dwarf fruit trees but omitted any mention of vegetables. 

Rodent control experts agree that the most effective method to reduce rodent populations is 
the removal their food sources. Since 2012, the Mutuals have experienced a 110% increase in 
calls and complaints regarding issues with rodents; 953 calls in 2012, to almost 2,000 in 2018 
(Exhibit A).  

Staff recommends approving a resolution prohibiting all new plantings of fruit trees and 
vegetables in Common Area. The proposed resolution authorizes staff to remove any 
unmaintained existing fruit trees, with notice to member. Additionally, Staff recommends 
revising the resale policy to include removal of fruit trees in Common Area at resale. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

There is no financial impact expected at this time; there is potential for future savings to the 
Pest Control work center. 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Prohibition of Fruit Trees and Vegetable Planting 
August 8, 2019 
 

 
 

Prepared By:  Kurt Wiemann, Senior Field Services Manager  

Reviewed By:  Eve Morton, Landscape Coordinator   

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Exhibit A:    Chart of Resident Requests Regarding Rodents 
Attachment 1:    Resolution 179 (previous) 
Attachment 2:   Resolution U-84-129 (existing) 
Attachment 3:  Resolution 01-19-XXX (proposed) 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Prohibition of Fruit Trees and Vegetable Planting 
August 8, 2019 
 

 
 

EXHIBIT A 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Prohibition of Fruit Trees and Vegetable Planting 
August 8, 2019 
 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENT 1 

 
(PREVIOUS RESOLUTION) 

 
RESOLUTION No. 170 

 Planting of Fruit Trees and Vegetables  
Adopted December 1976 

 
RESOLVED, that plantings of fruit trees and vegetables in areas around and adjacent to 
dwelling units in this corporation shall not be permitted. 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Prohibition of Fruit Trees and Vegetable Planting 
August 8, 2019 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENT 2 

(EXISTING RESOLUTION) 

RESOLUTION U-84-129 
Fruit Trees in Common Area 

Adopted August 28, 1984 

RESOLVED, that the planting of fruit trees in common areas owned by this 
corporation shall be permitted under the following conditions: 

1. Any fruit tree henceforth planted in a common area must be of the dwarf variety; 

2. Any dwarf fruit tree planted in the common area must be directly adjacent to the 
installing resident's dwelling unit; 

3. Any fruit tree presently planted in the Common area must be marked by the 
installing resident, or his or her successor, with a yellow stake and fully maintained 
in a manner acceptable to the corporation; the same procedure shall apply to all 
dwarf fruit trees planted pursuant to this resolution; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the managing agent is hereby authorized to remove 
any fruit tree located in a common area owned by this corporation if the previously 
stated conditions are not met; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this resolution shall become in full force and effect on 
November 15, 1984; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that resolution No. 170, dated December 28, 1976, is 
hereby cancelled. 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Prohibition of Fruit Trees and Vegetable Planting 
August 8, 2019 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENT 3 

(PROPOSED RESOLUTION) 

RESOLUTION 01-19-XXX 
Fruit Trees and Vegetable Policy 

WHEREAS, fruit trees in the Common Area were planted by or at the request of 
Members as part of the “Yellow Stake” program;  

WHEREAS, fruit trees are not maintained or trimmed by the Mutual and are the 
responsibility of the Member to maintain; 

WHEREAS, the maintenance of fruit trees is passed on to new Members with the 
purchase of the residence; 

WHEREAS, fruit trees and vegetable gardens are a known attractant and food 
source for wildlife and rodents, and unmaintained fruit trees exacerbate the 
problem and; 

WHEREAS, two Garden Centers have been provided by the Golden Rain 
Foundation for the purpose of providing a place for residents to grow vegetables 
or other crops. 

WHEREAS, there has been a consistent increase in rodent activity over the past 
six years.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, on September 10, 2019, that the Board 
of Directors of this Corporation hereby prohibits the planting on any fruit trees in 
Common Area and requires Members to maintain existing fruit trees on Common 
Area and in Exclusive Use Common Areas; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, the planting of vegetables in Common Area is 
prohibited; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, to maintain the health and safety of the Members, fruit 
trees found to be unmaintained will be removed, with notice, by the Mutual.; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, existing fruit trees in Common Area are to be removed 
in the resale process; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, Resolution No. U-84-129 adopted August 28, 1984, is 
hereby superseded in its entirety and no longer in effect; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the officers and agents of this corporation are 
hereby authorized on behalf of the Corporation to carry out this resolution. 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: August 8, 2019 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Survey of Aliso Creek Boundaries 
  

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve an unbudgeted expense of $5,800 for professional services. 

BACKGROUND 

The Aliso Creek area is the responsibility of the Golden Rain Foundation. It is bounded by 
United Laguna Woods Mutual on all sides. The legal boundaries were established with the 
original tract maps and recorded with the Orange County Surveyor’s Office. The actual 
physical boundaries have never been determined or delineated in the field.  

DISCUSSION 

In the Landscape Maintenance Department, the cost for the maintenance of the area for the 
two separate Mutuals was historically divided based upon allocations. These allocations were 
originally based upon the square feet as determined by the irrigation charts. As the Mutuals 
transition to a direct hours recording system, the physical boundaries of the two Mutuals is far 
more important than it has been in the past.  

Although the boundary maps exist, due to the physical limitations present in the field, including 
trees, shrubs and topography, it is nearly impossible for the laymen to determine the actual 
boundaries (Attachment 1). Staff recommends engaging the services of a professional 
surveyor to map and mark the boundary limits. The boundaries will be marked by driving a 
steel rod into the ground at angle points and sight lines, and covering the exposed steel rod 
with white PVC pipe for visibility. Steel rods are used in case the marker gets covered by either 
vegetation or soil so a metal detector can be used to reestablish the marker. 

Once the boundaries are marked, staff will be able to develop accurate budgets and 
accounting methods for the area. As this work will take some time to complete, Staff 
recommends any changes to budgets and accounting be made effective for the 2021 Budget.  

Based upon the preliminary data, there are approximately 254 trees and 91,580 square feet of 
slope that has been potentially mislabeled, accounting for approximately $15,570 in annual 
staff costs that may need to be reallocated.                 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The proposal for surveying services is for $11,600, Staff recommends the cost be split 
between GRF and United. An unbudgeted expense of $5,800 would be charged to the 
Operating Fund. Agenda Item # 11    Page 1 of 5



United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Survey of Aliso Creek Boundaries 
August 8, 2019 

Prepared By: Kurt Wiemann, Senior Field Services Manager  

Reviewed By: Eve Morton, Landscape Coordinator    

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:   Aerial Boundary Maps 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda Item # 11    Page 2 of 5



Agenda Item # 11    Page 3 of 5

mortone
Typewritten Text
ATTACHMENT 1

mortone
Typewritten Text

mortone
Typewritten Text

mortone
Typewritten Text



Agenda Item # 11    Page 4 of 5



Agenda Item # 11    Page 5 of 5





 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: August 8, 2019 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Request for Non-Standard Landscape 134-A  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request for the Non-Standard Landscape at 134-A.  

BACKGROUND 

Ms. Haley purchased the unit in October 2018 and moved in February 2019. She is requesting 
approval of non-standard landscape for the raised planters located in front of the unit 
(Attachment 1).  The Mutual Landscape Request form was submitted on June 21, 2019, and is 
signed by four neighbors in favor of the work (Attachment 2). 

DISCUSSION 

This matter was brought to Staff’s attention by the Compliance Division subsequent to a 
complaint brought by a neighbor regarding dust from the mulch. The mulch used by the 
resident is similar to the mulch the Mutual uses, with the difference being that this product is 
made from only red cedar, while the Mutual mulch is made from a variety of woods. Based on 
the manufacturer’s information (Attachment 3), this product contains only wood products and is 
safe to use in residential settings. The dust should disappear after several watering cycles. 

The planting is non-standard but employs many acceptable alternatives to standard plants that 
are drought tolerant. Staff has reviewed the plantings and found them to be a mix of approved 
plants and succulents. This garden is fairly isolated and the planting is acceptable to Staff. Due 
to the reduced maintenance and water use of the new plantings, Staff recommends approval 
of the landscaping.                           

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

There are no costs associated with this request. A small savings in labor and water use is 
anticipated with the resident accepting all responsibility for maintenance. 

Prepared By: Kurt Wiemann, Senior Field Services Manager  

Reviewed By: Eve Morton, Landscape Operations Coordinator   

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:   Photographs 
Attachment 2:   Mutual Landscape Request Form, Letter 
Attachment 3:  Manufacturer’s Information on mulch used 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Request for Non-Standard Landscape 
August 8, 2019 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

ATTACHMENT 1 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Request for Non-Standard Landscape 
August 8, 2019 
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Product Specs

GardenTime Shredded Western Red Cedar is an attractive choice as 
a ground cover for flower beds, around trees or shrubs, and along 
walkways. It is naturally fragrant and helps your soil to retain mois-
ture, resist soil pests, while controlling weed growth and preventing 
soil erosion. It will help beautify any landscape, while providing a low 
maintenance alternative ground cover. Shredded material insulates 
soil, protecting roots in cold weather. Red color with a rich cedar 
aroma. Long-lasting and consistent color contains natural insect and 
fungus repellant properties. Naturally prevents weeds by blocking 
weed growth and access to sunlight. It is long-lasting and enriches 
the soil as it decomposes, adding vital nutrients for a healthy 
growing environment.

•  Contains natural cedar oils

•  Rich cedar aroma

•  Naturally resists pests 

•  Helps conserve water and deter weeds

•  Non-toxic material is safe for use on playgrounds

•  Organic material is derived from Shredded Western Red Cedar

Ingredients: Forest Products

420 E. Southern Avenue • Tempe, AZ 85282 
T: 800-352-3245 • P: 602-792-0275 • gro-well.com

GT 00450 / 2CF

SHREDDED WESTERN RED CEDAR - 2CF

Item #

TOTAL    
SQ. FT

3 IN. 
DEPTH

8
16
24
32
40
48
56
64
72

     1 BAG
2 BAGS
3 BAGS
4 BAGS
5 BAGS
6 BAGS
7 BAGS
8 BAGS
9 BAGS

2 CUBIC FEET

BARK & MULCH
COVERAGE CHART

HOW TO FIND 
TOTAL SQUARE FEET:

AREA LENGTH (FT.) x 
AREA WIDTH (FT.)
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Material 
Safety 
Data 
Sheet 

 
 

Red Cedar  

 
SECTION 1 - CHEMICAL PRODUCT AND COMPANY IDENTIFICATION 

 
Name: Western Organics, Inc. P.O. Box 25406, Tempe, AZ  85285 
Emergency Telephone: (602) 278-6703 or (800) 352-3245 
For Additional Information Contact: Product Manager or 
Chemtrec 

Date Updated: 05/06/16 

Common Name (Used on Label): 
 Red Cedar 

Family:       
Cupressaceae 

Chemical Name:       Formula: n/a 
Trade Name & Synonyms:   GardenTime Shredded Western Red Cedar, AllWest Red Cedar Bark, Cedar Mulch 

 
 
 

SECTION 2 - COMPOSITION/INFORMATION ON INGREDIENTS 

 
HAZARDOUS COMPONENT CAS NUMBER % (TYPICAL) TLV (UNITS) PEL (UNITS) 

N/A                    
                    

PEL: Permissible Exposure Limit established by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 
TLV: Threshold Limit Value recommended by the American conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists. 

 
 

SECTION 3 - PHYSICAL DATA 

 
BOILING POINT (°F) 
N/A 

SPECIFIC GRAVITY (H2O=1) 
1.15 

VAPOR PRESSURE (mm Hg) 
N/A 

PERCENT VOLATILE BY VOLUME (%) 
      

VAPOR DENSITY (AIR=1) 
N/A 

EVAPORATION RATE (Butyl acetate=1) 
N/A 

SOLUBILITY IN WATER 
N/A 

REACTIVITY IN WATER 
N/A 

APPEARANCE AND ODOR 
 
 
 
 

SECTION 4 - FIRE AND EXPLOSION DATA 
 
FLASH POINT (°F) 
N/A 

FLAMMABLE LIMITS IN AIR (% by volume) 
Lower: N/A   Upper: N/A 

EXTINGUISHING MEDIA 
WATER 

AUTO IGNITION TEMPERATURE 
      

UNUSUAL FIRE AND EXPLOSION HAZARDS 
None 
SPECIAL FIRE FIGHTING PROCEDURES 
This material is not combustible 
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SECTION 5 - HEALTH INFORMATION 
 
PRIMARY ROUTES OF EXPOSURE AND TARGET ORGANS 
      
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF EXPOSURE 
HEALTH HAZARDS (Acute and Chronic) 
N/A 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS GENERALLY AGGRAVATED BY EXPOSURE 
None known 
CHEMICAL/COMPONENT LISTED AS CARCINOGEN OR POTENTIAL CARCINOGEN 
      
NTP 
      YES   NO 

IARC 
      YES   NO 

OSHA 
      YES   NO 

OTHER EXPOSURE LIMITS 
      
EMERGENCY AND FIRST AID PROCEDURES 
None 
 
 
 

SECTION 6 - REACTIVITY DATA 

 
STABILITY 
      Unstable   Stable 

CONDITIONS TO AVOID 
      

INCOMPATIBILITY (Materials to Avoid) 
None known 
HAZARDOUS DECOMPOSITION PRODUCTS 
None 
HAZARDOUS POLYMERIZATION 
      May Occur   Will Not occur 

CONDITIONS TO AVOID 
      

 
 

SECTION 7 - SPILL OR LEAK PROCEDURES 

 
STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN CASE MATERIAL IS LEAKED OR SPILLED 
Sweep up 
WASTE DISPOSAL METHOD 
Sweep up 
 
 

SECTION 8 - PERSONAL PROTECTION INFORMATION 
 
RESPIRATORY PROTECTION 
None required 
VENTILATION 
N/A 
PROTECTIVE GLOVES 
Not required 
EYE PROTECTION 
N/A 
OTHER PROTECTIVE CLOTHING OR EQUIPMENT 
Not required 
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SECTION 9 - SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS 

 
PRECAUTIONS TO BE TAKEN IN HANDLING & STORING 
Normal precaution are all that are needed 
OTHER PRECAUTIONS 
Do not reuse container.  Disposal of material, wash water, spill residues and containers must be by methods 
consistent with local, state and federal health and environmental regulations. 
 
 

The information contained within was obtained from authoritative sources and is believed to be accurate 
for the manner in which the product is intended to be used.  Other uses could result in ramifications, which 
are not included within this document. 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: August 8, 2019 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Request for Non-Standard Landscape 321-D  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request for the Non-Standard Landscape at 321-D.  

BACKGROUND 

Ms. Hensel purchased the unit in July, 2013. She is requesting approval of non-standard 
landscape for the area located in front of the unit (Attachment 1).  The Mutual Landscape 
Request form was submitted on June 5, 2019, and is signed by three neighbors in favor of the 
work (Attachment 2). 

DISCUSSION 

This matter was brought to Staff’s attention recently with regards to the turf not growing well 
under the shade canopy of the adjacent trees. Staff has made several attempts to reseed the 
turf; the lack of sun in the non-summer months prevents the turf from thriving. Staff has 
reviewed the planting plan and found them to be a mix of approved plants and California 
natives, all of which are shade tolerant. The proposed planting, with the exception of the 24” 
Western Redbud, is acceptable to Staff. The Western Redbud, cercis occidentalis, is a 
beautiful tree but will crowd the area in time. It is a fast growing tree that will require frequent 
trimming.  

Due to the reduced maintenance and water use of the new plantings, Staff recommends 
approval of the landscaping without the Western Redbud; the resident may suggest an 
alternative plant for Staff approval.                           

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

There are no costs associated with this request. A small savings in labor and water use is 
anticipated with the resident accepting all responsibility for maintenance. 

Prepared By: Kurt Wiemann, Senior Field Services Manager  

Reviewed By: Eve Morton, Landscape Operations Coordinator   

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:   Photographs 
Attachment 2:   Mutual Landscape Request Form, Letter  
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Request for Non-Standard Landscape 
August 8, 2019 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Request for Non-Standard Landscape 
August 8, 2019 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: August 8, 2019 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Request for Tree Removal – 2-G Via Casilla – 1 Canary Island Pine tree  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request for the removal of one Canary Island Pine tree located at 2-G.  

BACKGROUND 

Mr. O’Donoghue became a Member in November 2017.  He is requesting the removal of one 
Canary Island Pine tree, Pinus, canariensis, located in the turf area at the front of the unit 
(Attachment 1). The reasons cited by him for the removals are; litter/debris, overgrown, 
structural damage, and a trip and fall hazard.  Two additional residents have signed the Mutual 
Request Form in favor of the removal. (Attachment 2). 

The tree was last trimmed in December 2015, and future scheduled trimming is tentatively 
scheduled for fiscal year 2020.  The tree is approximately 50 feet in height with a trunk 
diameter of approximately 23 inches and is growing approximately 2-3 feet from the walkways 
and approximately 5-6 feet from the common area stairs.     

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the trees were found to be in fair condition with no visible decay, 
pests, or trunk damage.  There is surface rooting with some cracking in the sidewalk.  There 
was no noticeable structural damage to the unit and no report of any sewer line main 
stoppages.  

The Landscape Committee has discussed Pine tree removals in scenarios in which they have 
been planted too closely and are in groves or groups of 3, 5, or 7.  It was further discussed that 
the removal of a portion of the group would allow the remaining trees to fill out properly, reduce 
the amount of needle drops, and increase sunlight to the surrounding turf or shrub bed area; 
this tree fits that criteria.   

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $1,000, cost to trim is estimated at $300, and the 
estimated value is $4,421, based on tree inventory data.   

 

Prepared By:  Bob Merget, Tree Supervisor   

Reviewed By:  Kurt Wiemann, Senior Field Services Manager  

    Eve Morton, Landscape Coordinator    
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Request for Tree Removal – 2-G 
August 8, 2019 
 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:    Photographs 
Attachment 2:    Mutual Landscape Request Form 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Request for Tree Removal – 2-G 
August 8, 2019 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Request for Tree Removal – 2-G 
August 8, 2019 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: August 8, 2019 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Request for Tree Removals– 67-C Calle Aragon (Swisler) – 3 Silk Oaks  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request for the removal of three Silk Oak trees located at 67-C and 67-D.  

BACKGROUND 

Mr. Swisler became a Member in December 2011.  He is requesting the removal of three Silk 
Oak trees, Grevillea, robusta, one located at the side of Unit D and two located at the side of 
Unit C in the turf area (Attachment 1).  The reasons cited by him for the removals are; 
litter/debris, overgrown, structural damage, poor condition, excessive pollen causing allergies 
and the need for expensive medication(s). No letter has been submitted by a Doctor 
referencing the Silk Oaks specifically as the cause of the allergies.  Three additional residents, 
have signed the Mutual Request Form in favor of the removals (Attachment 2). 

The trees were last trimmed in December 2016, and future scheduled trimming is tentatively 
scheduled for later this year.  The trees on average are approximately 42 feet in height with a 
trunk diameter of approximately 22 inches and are growing approximately 8 to10 feet from the 
units and 2 to 4 feet from the sidewalk.    

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, decay was found in all three canopies and they have all been topped 
with major lineal branch trimming for building clearance.  This has caused poor branch taper 
with weak connections.  There is surface rooting with some cracking in the sidewalk.  There 
was no noticeable structural damage to the unit and no report of any main line sewer 
stoppages.  Since 2016, there have been 25 tickets entered into in the system for this unit, 
ranging from dirty sidewalk, clippings pick up, and a request for gutter cleaning.  

Silk Oaks are known for weak branches with potential for breakage in storms, as the canopies 
for these trees are compromised as mentioned above. Staff recommends removal of these 
trees. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove all three trees is estimated at $3,800, cost to trim all three trees is 
estimated at $1,800, and the combined estimated value of the trees is $10,777, based on tree 
inventory data.   
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United Laguna Woods Mutual 
Request for Tree Removal 67-C- Three Silk Oak Trees 
August 8, 2019 
 
 
Prepared By:  Bob Merget, Tree Supervisor 
     
Reviewed By:  Kurt Wiemann, Senior Field Services Manager  
 
       

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Attachment 1:    Photographs 
Attachment 2:    Mutual Landscape Request Form, Letter 
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